
 

 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Whether you're stopping in for a visit, hitting the trails, planning a birthday, registering for camp, booking a 
Scout adventure or looking for a one-of-a-kind place to gather, we're happy you're here! 

 

VISITING THE NATURE CENTER 

Where is Bartlett Nature Center? 

Bartlett Nature Center is located at 2054 W. Stearns Road, Bartlett, Illinois 60103, inside beautiful James 
“Pate” Philip State Park. 

What are Bartlett Nature Center's hours? 

The Nature Center is generally open Monday–Friday, 9am-4pm and Saturday, 9am-4pm. Hours may vary 
for holidays, special events or seasonal operations, so check before making a special trip. You may 
schedule a program, party, rental or other event 9am-9pm, Monday through Sunday.  

Is Bartlett Nature Center free to visit? 

Yes! Visitors are welcome to stop in and explore the Nature Center during regular public hours. Fees 
apply for registered programs, camps, rentals, birthday parties and other special experiences. 

Do I need a reservation just to visit? 

No. Individuals and families are welcome during regular public hours. Organized groups should contact 
us in advance so we can help make your visit successful. 

What can we do inside the Nature Center? 

Explore our exhibits, meet resident animals, play with the interactive hands-on zones, learn about local 
wildlife and habitats, discover something new and ask our staff your nature questions. There is always 
something interesting to see! 

How long should we plan for a visit? 

A casual indoor visit might take 30–60 minutes, but pair it with a walk through the state park and you can 
easily turn your visit into a half-day outdoor adventure. 

Is Bartlett Nature Center just for children? 



Absolutely not! Nature has no age limit. We offer experiences for young children, families, teens, Scouts 
and adults, including hikes, birding, archery, special events and seasonal programs. 

Can I bring a group to visit? 

Yes! Schools, Scouts, homeschool groups, clubs, senior groups and community organizations are 
welcome. Contact us ahead of time for larger groups or to arrange a structured program. 

Can we bring food into the Nature Center? 

Food is generally limited to designated areas, registered programs and approved rentals. Generally, food 
is preferred outside. Please check with staff before planning meals or snacks inside the building. 

Is there somewhere to have a picnic? 

Yes. James “Pate” Philip State Park offers outdoor opportunities, including a reservable picnic shelter and 
additional picnic tables in the front of our building. Rental or reservation requirements may apply for 
organized gatherings. 

 

WHO RUNS THE NATURE CENTER AND STATE PARK? 

Is Bartlett Nature Center part of Bartlett Park District? 

Yes. Bartlett Nature Center is operated by Bartlett Park District. 

Is James “Pate” Philip State Park a Bartlett Park District park? 

No. The Nature Center sits within James “Pate” Philip State Park, creating a unique partnership among 
several public agencies. 

Who owns James “Pate” Philip State Park? 

The property is owned by the Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR). 

Who manages the natural areas and trails? 

The Forest Preserve District of DuPage County helps manage the state park property and its natural 
resources, while Bartlett Park District staff operates the nature center, animals, and all programs.  

Why are several different agencies involved? 

It is a wonderful example of public agencies working together. IDNR owns the state park, the Forest 
Preserve District helps manage the land, and Bartlett Park District operates Bartlett Nature Center and 
provides recreation and environmental education opportunities. 

 

JAMES “PATE” PHILIP STATE PARK 

How large is James “Pate” Philip State Park? 

The park encompasses approximately 501 acres of prairie, wetland and restored natural habitat. 



What makes this park special? 

The park protects and restores remnants of Illinois' tallgrass prairie and wetland ecosystems while 
providing important habitat for native plants and wildlife. 

Was this always prairie? 

Much of the property was historically farmed or grazed. Restoration efforts have helped return portions of 
the landscape to prairie, wetland and other native habitats. 

What wildlife might I see? 

Depending on the season, visitors may encounter deer, beavers, turtles, frogs, hawks, songbirds, 
waterfowl and even sandhill cranes. 

Are there endangered or protected species here? 

The park contains ecologically important habitats, including the Dwarf Bur-Reed Marsh Land and Water 
Reserve. Protecting sensitive plants, wildlife and habitat is one reason staying on designated trails is so 
important. 

Can I feed the wildlife? 

Please don't. Wildlife should remain wild. Feeding animals can change their natural behavior, create 
health problems and cause animals to become dependent on people. 

Can I pick flowers or collect plants? 

Please enjoy natural treasures where you find them. Plants, wildlife and other natural resources are part 
of the protected ecosystem. 

What should I do if I find an injured wild animal? 

Observe from a safe distance and contact appropriate staff or wildlife authorities. Please don't attempt to 
capture or handle wildlife yourself. 

 

ACCESSIBILITY 

Is Bartlett Nature Center accessible? 

The Nature Center and main visitor areas include accessible features. Accessible parking spaces and 
paved access to the main entrance are available. 

Are accessible parking spaces available? 

Yes. Accessible parking is available near the Nature Center. 

Are there accessible trails? 

Yes. Several crushed-limestone trails are identified by IDNR as wheelchair accessible. 

Are accessible restrooms available? 



Yes. Accessible restroom facilities are available at designated locations. 

What if my child needs accommodation to participate in a program? 

Please let us know when registering. Bartlett Park District works with Northwest Special Recreation 
Association to support successful inclusion and participation whenever possible. 

 

TRAILS & OUTDOOR EXPLORATION 

Are there trails at the park? 

Yes! James “Pate” Philip State Park offers approximately four miles of trails through prairie and wetland 
landscapes. 

Can I hike without registering for a program? 

Absolutely. You are welcome to enjoy designated trails during park hours. 

Are the trails paved? 

Trails are primarily natural or crushed-limestone surfaces rather than traditional paved sidewalks. 

Are any trails wheelchair accessible? 

Yes. IDNR identifies three crushed-limestone accessible trails: Blazing Star Trail, Bluestem Trail and 
Indigo Trail. 

Can I bike at James “Pate” Philip State Park? 

Bicycling is permitted on designated trails. Please follow posted signs and trail restrictions. 

Can I run or jog on the trails? 

Yes. Walking, hiking and jogging are wonderful ways to experience the park. 

Can I cross-country ski? 

Yes, conditions permitting. Cross-country skiing is a popular way to experience the park during snowy 
Illinois winters. 

Do you rent snowshoes? 

Seasonal snowshoe rentals may be available through Bartlett Nature Center when conditions permit. 
Equipment is limited and generally offered first-come, first-served. 

Are trails groomed for snowshoeing? 

Snowshoe trails are generally self-groomed by users. Conditions depend entirely on Mother Nature! 

Are there trail fees? 

No trail fee is required for ordinary recreational use of James “Pate” Philip State Park. 



Are trails open when the Nature Center is closed? 

Yes, Sunrise to Sunset. The state park and Nature Center have different operating schedules. Follow 
posted park hours and closure notices when visiting outside Nature Center hours. 

Do you cancel outdoor programs because of weather? 

Sometimes. We love being outside, but safety comes first. Severe weather, dangerous temperatures, 
lightning or hazardous trail conditions may require programs to be modified, relocated, postponed or 
canceled. 

What should I wear for the Nature Center program? 

Dress for the weather and for adventure! Comfortable clothing, layers and closed-toe walking shoes are 
always good choices. Depending on the season, sunscreen, insect repellent, hats, gloves and rain gear 
may also be helpful. 

 

PETS 

Can I bring my dog to the state park? 

Pets are permitted in designated areas but must follow park regulations, including leash requirements 
and trail restrictions. 

Can my dog go everywhere on the trails? 

No. Because portions of the property contain sensitive natural resources, pets must remain on 
designated permitted trails. Watch posted signs and respect restricted areas. 

Can my pet come inside Bartlett Nature Center? 

Pets are not permitted inside the Nature Center. Qualified service animals are welcome. 

Why are pets restricted in some natural areas? 

Even friendly pets can disturb nesting birds, wildlife and sensitive habitats. Staying within designated 
areas helps protect both your pet and the wildlife that calls the park home. 

 

NATURE PROGRAMS 

What kinds of programs does Bartlett Nature Center offer? 

Our programs change with the seasons and may include animal programs, archery programs and private 
lessons, hikes, birding, preschool nature programs, family programs, outdoor skills, gardening, 
conservation, and much more. 

Do you offer programs for toddlers and preschoolers? 



Yes! Our youngest explorers can enjoy age-appropriate programs featuring stories, movement, sensory 
experiences, animals and outdoor discovery. 

Are there adult programs? 

Yes. Nature isn't just for kids! Look for adult hikes, birding, gardening, archery, workshops and other 
seasonal offerings. 

Do parents have to stay during children's programs? 

It depends on the program and age group. Programs listed “with adult” require an accompanying adult. 
Other programs may be designed as independent experiences. 

Do you offer family programs? 

Yes. We love programs that get generations exploring together. 

Do programs happen outside? 

Very often! We believe some of the best classrooms don't have walls. Program descriptions will help you 
prepare for outdoor activities. 

How do I register? 

Most programs can be registered for through Bartlett Park District's online registration system, or by 
calling or visiting our Bartlett Community Center’s Guest Services department. Advance registration is 
encouraged because many Nature Center programs have limited enrollment. 

Can programs fill up? 

Yes! Camps, archery, special events and popular seasonal programs can reach capacity. Register early 
when possible. 

 

ARCHERY 

Does Bartlett Nature Center offer archery? 

Yes! Archery is one of our signature outdoor recreation experiences. 

Do I need archery experience? 

Not at all. Beginner programs are designed to teach safety, proper form and fundamental shooting skills. 

Do I need my own bow? 

No. Equipment is provided for most Bartlett Nature Center instructional archery programs unless the 
program description states otherwise. 

Are your archery instructors trained? 

Yes. Archery programs are led by trained instructors with safety as the first priority. 



Do you offer private archery lessons? 

Private and small-group opportunities may be available. Contact the Nature Center for current options. 

Can Scouts do archery at the Nature Center? 

Yes! Scout archery experiences can be arranged for groups and can be an exciting addition to a Scout 
visit. 

What is Archery Tag? 

Think teamwork, strategy and archery—with specially designed equipment and foam-tipped arrows. It is 
an active group experience that combines archery skills with friendly competition. 

Can Archery Tag be used for a birthday party or group outing? 

Yes, when available. It's a memorable option for birthdays, groups and team-building experiences. 

 

SUMMER CAMP 

Does Bartlett Nature Center offer summer camp? 

Absolutely! Summer is one of our favorite times of year. 

What makes Nature Center camp different? 

Our camps emphasize hands-on discovery, outdoor exploration, nature, science, creativity, 
problem-solving and active learning rather than simply filling the day with unstructured recreation. 

Are campers separated by age? 

Nature Center camps are designed around developmental age groups whenever possible so activities, 
challenges and expectations can be tailored appropriately. 

Are campers outside all day? 

Campers spend significant time outdoors, weather permitting, but activities may move indoors because 
of heat, storms, air quality or other safety concerns. 

What should my camper bring? 

Program information will provide specifics, but campers typically need comfortable clothing, closed-toe 
shoes, a water bottle, lunch, snacks, sunscreen and insect repellent. 

Do you offer Before and After Camp? 

Before and After Camp options may be available for children registered in eligible full-day Nature Center 
camps. 

Is Nature Center camp educational? 



Yes—but don't tell the kids! We weave science, environmental education, teamwork, problem-solving 
and outdoor skills into experiences designed to feel like adventure. 

Do you offer camps when school is closed? 

Yes. Day-Off School Camps and seasonal break camps may be offered throughout the school year. 

What ages attend Day-Off School Camp? 

Current offerings typically serve elementary-aged children. Check the current program listing for specific 
grade and age requirements. 

Do you offer field-trip-style camps? 

Yes. Some special camp days may take participants “out and about” for adventures away from the Nature 
Center. 

 

SCHOOL & HOMESCHOOL PROGRAMS 

Do you offer school field trips? 

Yes! Environmental education is at the heart of what we do. 

Can programs support classroom learning? 

Yes. Programs can reinforce science, ecology, wildlife, habitats, conservation and outdoor learning 
concepts in memorable, hands-on ways. 

Can homeschool groups schedule programs? 

Absolutely. Homeschool groups are welcome and can contact us to discuss opportunities. 

Can we bring a large school group? 

Possibly. Contact us in advance with your group size, ages, preferred dates and learning goals so we can 
determine the best experience. 

Can students eat lunch at the park? 

Lunch arrangements may be possible depending on group size, weather and facility availability. Discuss 
this when scheduling your visit. 

 

SCOUTS 

Does Bartlett Nature Center offer Scout programs? 

Yes! Scouts are some of our favorite explorers. 

Do you offer badge workshops? 



Yes. Badge-focused programs and outdoor experiences are available for different Scout levels and 
organizations. 

Can you customize a Scout program? 

Often, yes. Tell us your troop's age, size, badge requirements and goals and we'll help identify an 
appropriate program. 

Do you offer Scout overnights? 

Yes! Scheduled Scout overnights provide an unforgettable opportunity to spend the night inside the 
Nature Center surrounded by exhibits and resident animals. 

What happens during a Scout overnight? 

Experiences may include nighttime exploration, wildlife programs, activities and optional add-ons such 
as campfires or other programming. 

What ages can participate in Scout overnights? 

Current overnight offerings are generally designed for Scouts age 6 and older with appropriate adult 
chaperones. 

Can Scouts have a campfire? 

Campfire experiences may be available as scheduled programs or overnight add-ons, subject to weather, 
fire conditions and staff availability. 

Can Scout groups camp outdoors? 

Organized Scout and youth camping opportunities may be available at designated locations such as 
O'Brien Woods. Advance arrangements and applicable permits or reservations are required. 

 

BIRTHDAY PARTIES 

Can we have a birthday party at Bartlett Nature Center? 

Yes—and birthdays are more fun when they're a little wild! 

What kinds of birthday parties do you offer? 

Available themes may include Animal Encounters, nature exploration, campfires, archery-related 
experiences and other seasonal adventures. 

Does Nature Center staff lead the party? 

Staff-led themed packages include a guided activity along with designated celebration space. Exact 
packages vary. 

Can we simply rent a room and run our own party? 

Yes. Do-it-yourself rental options may be available if you prefer to create your own celebration. 



Can we bring birthday cake and food? 

Food may be permitted with approved party or room rentals. Specific food, setup and cleanup rules will 
be provided with your reservation. 

How early should I book a birthday party? 

As early as possible! Popular dates and times can fill quickly. 

Are Nature Center birthdays only for little kids? 

No. Available themes and activities can appeal to a wide range of ages. Ask us which option would work 
best for your group. 

 

FACILITY RENTALS 

Can I rent space at Bartlett Nature Center? 

Yes! Our unique natural setting is perfect for meetings, showers, celebrations, workshops, clubs, 
trainings and other gatherings. 

What spaces are available? 

Depending on availability, options may include our Auditorium, Prairie Classroom, Multi-Purpose 
Room or larger portions of the Nature Center. 

Can businesses rent the Nature Center? 

Yes. Our spaces can be a refreshing alternative for meetings, trainings, retreats and team-building 
experiences. 

Can I have a baby or wedding shower here? 

Yes, depending on availability and rental requirements. 

Can I rent the whole Nature Center? 

Whole-building rental opportunities may be available. Contact us to discuss your event. 

Can I tour the rental space before booking? 

Contact us and we'll be happy to discuss an appropriate time to see available spaces. 

Do I need to clean up after my rental? 

Renters are responsible for following the setup, cleanup and facility-use requirements outlined in their 
rental agreement. 

Can I decorate? 

Decorations may be permitted within rental guidelines. Please check before bringing items that attach to 
walls, use flames, scatter small materials or could damage the facility. 



 

STATE PARK SHELTER 

Is there an outdoor shelter available for rental? 

Yes. The State Park Shelter provides a great outdoor setting for picnics, gatherings, celebrations and 
group events. 

What amenities are near the shelter? 

The shelter area includes picnic facilities, nearby parking and restroom access. Accessible tables, grills 
and restroom facilities are also available. 

How many people can the shelter accommodate? 

The shelter can accommodate larger gatherings, subject to current rental capacity and regulations. 

Can I grill at the shelter? 

Designated grills are available. Follow all posted fire and grilling regulations. 

Is electricity available? 

Amenities vary by site and current operating conditions. Confirm your specific needs when making your 
reservation. 

Can we reserve the shelter for a large event? 

Yes, subject to availability and applicable rental requirements. Large or unusual events should be 
discussed with staff well in advance. 

 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

Does Bartlett Nature Center host special events? 

Yes! Signature events and seasonal celebrations bring hundreds of visitors together to experience nature 
in new ways. 

What is WinterFest? 

WinterFest celebrates everything wonderful about winter with a mix of indoor and outdoor activities, 
demonstrations, exhibits, nature experiences, games and family fun. 

What is Fall Fest? 

Fall Fest is a seasonal Nature Center celebration filled with family activities, outdoor exploration and 
opportunities to enjoy autumn at the state park. 

Do special events require registration? 



It depends on the event. Check current Bartlett Park District information for admission, registration and 
parking details. 

Can organizations participate in Nature Center special events? 

Community partners, environmental organizations, vendors and cooperating agencies may have 
opportunities to participate. Contact Nature Center staff to learn more. 

 

FISHING, WILDLIFE & OUTDOOR RECREATION 

Can I fish at James “Pate” Philip State Park? 

Fishing opportunities and regulations are determined by the agencies managing the state park. Always 
follow posted regulations and current Illinois fishing requirements. 

Do I need an Illinois fishing license? 

Illinois fishing laws and licensing requirements apply. Check current IDNR regulations before fishing. 

Is hunting allowed? 

Certain regulated hunting opportunities may occur within designated areas of the state park under IDNR 
rules. Visitors should follow all seasonal signage and agency regulations. 

Is the park still safe to visit during hunting seasons? 

Managed hunting follows specific regulations, locations and schedules. Always pay attention to posted 
notices and temporary restrictions. 

Can I use a drone? 

Drone use on public natural lands is regulated and may require authorization. Check current agency rules 
before flying any unmanned aircraft. 

 

CONSERVATION & BEING A GOOD PARK VISITOR 

Why do you ask visitors to stay on trails? 

Going off trail can damage plants, disturb nesting wildlife and introduce invasive species. A few footsteps 
can have a surprisingly big impact in sensitive habitats. 

Can children catch frogs, turtles or insects? 

We encourage observation and discovery, but wildlife should generally remain where it belongs unless 
handling is part of a staff-led educational activity. 

Can we take something home that we find on the trail? 

The best souvenir is a photograph. Leave plants, animals and natural objects where you find them so 
others can enjoy them too. 



What should I do with my trash? 

Pack it in, pack it out—or use designated waste containers. Leaving the park better than you found it is 
one of the easiest ways to care for nature. 

Why are prescribed burns used in the prairie? 

Fire is a natural and important management tool for healthy prairie ecosystems. Carefully planned 
prescribed burns help control invasive and woody plants while encouraging native prairie species. 

Why does part of the prairie sometimes look messy? 

Healthy habitat isn't supposed to look like a manicured lawn! Tall grasses, standing stems, seed heads, 
wetlands and even dead vegetation provide food, shelter and nesting material for wildlife. 

 

WEATHER & SEASONAL QUESTIONS 

What happens if it rains? 

Nature doesn't stop when it rains—and neither do we! Programs may continue outdoors in light rain or 
move inside when appropriate. 

What happens during thunderstorms? 

Lightning and severe weather are taken seriously. Outdoor activities may be delayed, modified, moved 
indoors or canceled for safety. 

What about extreme heat or cold? 

Staff monitor conditions and adjust activities as needed. Participant and staff safety always comes first. 

Are mosquitoes and ticks present? 

Yes. They are a natural part of Illinois ecosystems. Wear appropriate clothing, use insect repellent and 
perform tick checks after spending time outdoors. 

Is there poison ivy? 

It can occur in natural areas throughout Illinois. Staying on designated trails and learning to recognize 
poison ivy are excellent precautions. 

 

GETTING INVOLVED 

Can I volunteer at Bartlett Nature Center? 

Volunteer opportunities may be available for special events, programs, stewardship projects and other 
Nature Center activities. 

Can teens volunteer? 



Some opportunities may be available depending on age, activity and supervision requirements. Contact 
us to learn about current options. 

Can my organization partner with Bartlett Nature Center? 

We love strong community partnerships. Schools, conservation organizations, businesses, clubs and 
community groups are encouraged to contact us with ideas. 

Can I teach a class at Bartlett Nature Center? 

We periodically work with qualified instructors and independent contractors to expand our recreation 
and education offerings. Contact Nature Center staff with your program proposal. 

Can businesses sponsor or support Nature Center events? 

Partnership and sponsorship opportunities may be available for major events and programs. We'd be 
happy to start a conversation. 

 

REGISTRATION & CUSTOMER SERVICE 

Where do I find current Nature Center programs? 

Visit the Bartlett Park District website and online registration system for current programs, dates, ages, 
fees and availability. 

Why don't you list every fee in this FAQ? 

Because adventures change! Programs, camps, rentals and seasonal offerings are updated throughout 
the year. Our current program guide and registration system will always provide the most relevant 
information. 

Who should I contact if I'm not sure which program is right for me? 

Us! Tell us who you're bringing, their ages and what interests them. We'll help you find your next 
adventure. 

Can I call with a nature question? 

Of course. We may not know everything—but finding answers is part of the fun of environmental 
education. 

What if I have an idea for a program you'd like to see? 

Tell us! Some of the best programs begin with someone asking, “Have you ever thought about 
doing...?” 

 

THE MOST IMPORTANT QUESTION 

Why should I visit Bartlett Nature Center? 



Because nature is closer than you think. 

Discover. Learn. Explore.  

You can meet an animal, walk through a prairie, discover a new bird, learn archery, celebrate a birthday, 
send a child to camp, earn a Scout badge, attend a festival, explore a trail—or simply spend an hour 
outside together. 

Come curious. Leave connected. 

Bartlett Nature Center 
2054 W. Stearns Road 
Bartlett, IL 60103 
847-608-3120 

Operated by Bartlett Park District at James “Pate” Philip State Park. 

 


